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thanked Providence that, working under good report and evil, for
nearly half a century, with greater men, many of whom had passed
away, he had lived long enough to be blessed with a sight of the
promised land. Those who listened to the ageing leader on the
occasion, and knew his enthusiasm and active interest in the prepara-
tions for according Their Majesties a fitting welcome, must have
forgiven him the election he had been persuaded to contest, and felt
that Bombay had indeed been worthily represented on a great and
memorable occasion.
II
Following upon the King's historic visit and while his message of
hope was still ringing in the ears of men, came the announcement
in July 1^12, of the appointment of a Royal Commission to ex-
amine and report upon the Public Services in India, The personnel
of that Commission, though not as favourable to Indian interests as
it should have been, was such as to command respect, and the in-
clusion of Gokhale afforded a guarantee that its conclusions would
not be of a reactionary character. Gokhale himself felt hopeful, and
in a letter to Pherozeshah written before he left for South Africa,
deprecated the general attitude of distrust of the Commission, and
urged Indian leaders to put their case before it as strongly as pos-
sible. He was not a believer in Non-Cooperation. He was prepared
to make the best of what he had got, and carry on the fight without
sulking, without flinching.
When the Commission came to Bombay in March 1913, in the
course of its rambles, Pherozeshah was examined on behalf of tbe
Bombay Presidency Association, which had submitted an able and
carefully argued memorandum on the questions under discussion,
One of the most telling passages in it was the ooe in which it was
pointed out with reference to the perpetual platitudes about imk*-
taining Indian administration on English lines, that the real position
was that Englishmen in India were generally strictly opposed to
follow English lines in Indian administration. If, however, the
memorandum went on to argue, by that somewhat nebulous ptesse
was meant the application of principles deduced from the most